
Spark Hackathon Guidelines 

BlackBerry is excited to invite developers from around the world to use the BlackBerry Spark 

Communications Platform to build an application on mobile, web or embedded within an IoT device. 

We’ll be flying two winners to our Security Summits – at least one at each summit. We also want to 

show you off – each winner will get a video and a blog about them. Here’s the information you’ll need 

for the competition. Good luck! 

Timeline 

July 26th: Webcast at 9 AM EDT to go over the rules of the Hackathon, and to give you some ideas for 

your project. 

July 30th: First “Ask a Developer” session at 9 AM EDT. Submit any and all questions you have about 

BlackBerry Spark Communications Platform and our experts will answer them live. The recording will be 

available for those who miss the live webcast. 

August 9th: Second “Ask a Developer” session at 9 AM EDT. 

August 14th: Video submissions are due to sparkhackathon@blackberry.com by 11:59 PM PDT. 

August 17th: Winners notified and announced. 

September 12th: London Security Summit – at least one winner will be flown to London to present their 

project! 

October 4th: New York Security Summit – at least one winner will be flown to New York to present their 

project! 

Eligibility 

To be considered for the Spark Hackathon prize you must meet the following criteria: 

a. Must be at least 18 years of age and has reached the age of majority in their country, 

province or state of residence; 

b. Must be authorized to travel to the United States and/or England (e.g., has a valid passport 

and/or travel visa if required); 

c. Cannot be an employee (including intern), officer, director, agent or representative of 

BlackBerry and/or its affiliates during the Contest Period; 

d. Cannot be an immediate family member (including spouse, parent, child and sibling 

regardless of where they live) and/or a household member (whether related or not) of an 

individual listed in subsection (d) above; and 

e. Cannot: 

(i) reside in any country that is embargoed by Canada and/or the United States 

and/or is subject to Canadian and/or U.S. export controls or sanctions 

(including without limitation, the Crimea region of Ukraine, Cuba, Iran, 

North Korea, Sudan, and Syria);  
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(ii) be listed on any Canadian and/or U.S. government list of prohibited or 

restricted parties; and 

(iii) reside in any jurisdiction where the Contest is prohibited by law. 

Prize 

The winner(s) of the Hackathon will receive the following as a prize: 

1. Attendance to the Security Summit in their region (New York City or London). 

2. Demonstrate their application or project to the Security Summit audience. 

3. Meet a senior BlackBerry leader.  

4. Transportation to and from the Security Summit. 

5. Lodging for two (2) nights during the event. 

6. Meals for the duration of the event. 

7. Video about their project posted to the BlackBerry YouTube page. 

8. Blog written about the winner(s). 

Submission 

All entrants must submit their projects by 11:59 PM Pacific Daylight Time on August 14th, 2018 to 

sparkhackathon@blackberry.com. Submissions should consist of a short video and a written summary of 

the project.  

Judging Rubric 

The projects will be judged for three primary criteria: innovation, creativity, and functionality.  

Innovation  Creativity  Functionality 

      

Built into an embedded 
device [e.g. Raspberry Pi, 
Arduino, drone, etc.]  

+15 Solves a problem in a 
unique way  

+10 Ease of live demo 
 

+20 

Connected to a bot, AI, 
or other machine 
endpoint 

+10 Presented in a unique 
way  

+10 Connects cross-platform 
(e.g. Raspberry Pi, iOS, 
Android, Windows, web 
browser) 

+10 

Use of a sensor (light, 
sound, heat, motion 
sensor, etc.) 

+15 Cool graphics +10 Smooth User Interface +10 

Connected to a 
Blockchain repository 

+10     

Innovative use of in-app 
chat  

+15     

Maximum possible: 40 Maximum possible 20 Maximum possible 40 

Maximum possible overall: 100 
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